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This picture was on the back of an old cutting sent to 
the Journal and I thought it quite humorous. The 
caption read: “For a couple of years, all he could do 
was fetch it.” 

Yarloop War Memorial on Remembrance Day.  See 
articles inside. 

Dawn Pitts with all her children!  The Workshops 
had a visit from a Scout group and five of their Scout 
Masters and parents and Dawn gave them a guided 
tour of the Workshops. 

We will let you know what these strange 
creatures are in next month’s 

Journal. 

It seems even Japanese banks are in 
financial free-fall.  

In the last 7 days the ORIGAMI 
BANK has folded. The SUMO BANK 
has gone belly up and the BONSAI 
BANK announced plans to cut some of 
its branches.  Yesterday the KARAOKE 
BANK is up for sale and will likely go 
for a song, while today, shares in the 
KAMIKAZE BANK were suspended 
after taking a nose-dive.  The SAMURAI 
BANK is soldiering on following sharp 
cut-backs. The NINJA BANK is reported 
to have taken a hit, but they still remain 
in the Black.  500 staff at the KARATE 
BANK got the chop.  There is something 
fishy at the SUSHI BANK and the staff is 
getting a raw deal  

As drivers who use the road every 
day from Mandurah to Yarloop, 
we congratulate COOLUP ROAD-
HOUSE for being leaders in lower 
prices for motorists who have been 
bearing the agony for too long of 
overpriced fuel in this country.  
Thank you ‘Placid Ark Roadhouse. 
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STEAM DAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2008 (By Dawn Pitts) 
This day we knew was going to be a great 

day and a busy one, for we had 120 people 
booked in for guided tours as well as those 
planning a day out at the Yarloop Workshops.  
Our first tour started at about 9.45 am and as 
other folk arrived they were told by Val 
Fortune that there was a tour in progress and if 
they wished they could just join in with the 
crowd.  Geoff Fortune took the next tour 
despite the fact that he’d been extremely ill 
early in the week. My 2nd tour started about 
11.45 am and it just grew and grew.  At one 
stage I was told there were about 60 people 
following me, listening to the history of the 
great town of Yarloop and the operations of 
the various buildings.  I didn’t see Geoff, but 
was told he had a group somewhere in the 
complex.  Dinner was something we think of 
momentarily for there was only time for a 
banana and a drink of Soya milk before I 
started the 3rd tour at 1.00 pm.  What 
happened to dinner?  I had it at 2.45 pm.  
Thank goodness for the restaurant and the 
luxury of a microwave oven.  The baked 
dinner was delicious thank you Carmel.   

As the crowds dispersed with the end of 
the steam, we began to move over to the 
Caretaker’s Cottage.  Many hands make light 
work as the saying goes and many thanks goes 
to Bevan and Jan Delaney, John Larner, his 
friend René and her children, who carried 
many lighter items without dropping a thing.  
Ron Sackville helped as well before printing 
off the new signs in readiness for the next 
day’s tourists.   Before which time Val and 

Dawn had emptied the library of all its stored 
craft and set it up in the cottage.  All in all the 
results of our combined efforts have paid off 
and sales of goods have risen once more after 
a lull when only a small amount of stock was 
available. 

At this stage we do not know when we 
will be ready to move back into the new gift 
shop, for with the Xmas programme and such 
a short time till the festive season is on us, it 
will be better if we welcome you at the 
Caretakers Cottage where we are at present. 

THE POST OFFICE  
DAWN PITTS. People will be grateful to 

all involved with the preservation of this 
public facility, for without it a town is greatly 
inconvenienced. The Shire of Harvey listened 
to our plea to allow it to be moved to the 
Workshops as ‘those in power’ said it would 
have to close if suitable premises could not 
be found. Thank goodness a solution was 
found. There were times when it was hard to 
get the full import of how it was all going to 
work out but all is now well that ends well! 
We wish Ron Sackville a bright and happy 
future as Yarloop’s new Postmaster.   

We wish our advertisers, our 
contributors, and our readers a Merry 

and Safe Xmas and a Bright and 
Happy New Year 
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EDITORIAL 
In a few weeks it will be the  Christmas and 

New Year season.  This is called the ‘Festive 
Season’.  The word ‘festive’ among other things 
means ‘merry’ and ‘joyful’, and no doubt it will be 
mostly this for a large number of people.  

However, for a much larger number it will be a  
far from merry and joyful season or time.  In this I 
refer to those people who will be the ‘victims’ of 
those who think that the festive season, and being 
merry and joyful is to consume large quantities of 
alcohol.  

The victims of this type of person and this kind 
of festive season are many and varied, but all are 
victims in the true sense of the word.   

Firstly there are the women and children in 
those families who are at the mercy of those 
husbands and fathers who become physical abusers 
when alcohol takes over their sense of reasoning.   
Women and children who will never know what it 
is like to be merry and joyful and who not only are 
victims of abuse, but are deprived of the necessities 
of life, and the little bit of happiness they should 
have from those who squander the family income 
on alcohol. 

Then there are the doctors and nurses who are 
deprived of the company of their own families 
during this ‘annual time of madness’.  The doctors 
and nurses who have to bear the drunks, the 
abusers, the junkies, the blood and vomit and the 
stench of stale alcohol and filthy breaths and bodies 
of those they are forced to treat in the name of 
humanity.  This flotsam and jetsam of the human 
race have no thoughts or responsibility towards 
themselves, let alone towards all those who are 
‘beholden’ to their gross indecency. 

Then there are the police who have to deal with 
the obscenity in a civil and proper manner.  The 
police who have to bear the news to other families 
that their loved one has been killed in a motor 
accident caused by one of these people. And like all 
the other victims of this festive plague, supposed to 
take their antics, their abuse, their filthy language 
and their physical condition without batting an 
eyelid.  Such is the Festive Season . 
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YOGHURT (Geoff Fortune) 

HAPPENINGS AT THE YARLOOP WORKSHOPS 
DAWN PITTS.  With the Post 

Office moving into the Workshops gift shop 
it has caused quite an upheaval to the 
entrance for tourists and visitors alike.  
After the October Steam Day, we moved 
over to the top of the restaurant where we 
stayed for about a month and then moved 
into the original area until Steam Day when 
we were obliged to move once more.  This 

time we decided to look at the caretaker’s 
cottage.  After it being empty for 7 months it 
was in need of a good clean so Val Fortune 
and Dawn Pitts arrived at 7.00 am to 
commence the job before we were due to open 
the gift shop to the public at 10.00 am.  The 
following Sunday was Steam Day and we had 
to move from the original gift shop so as the 
builders could continue their work.   

I have just had a tub of yoghurt.  I know it 
is full of tiny living little creatures, and I 
know I swallowed them alive, but boy they 
do taste good, and those tiny little living 
organisms are actually good for your health.  
Though yoghurt is crawling with bacteria, it 
is bacteria that works for us and not against 
us.  It is factual that research on this food, 
proves the friendly bacteria can actually 
strengthen our immune systems.  Yoghurt can 
also help ulcers to heal more quickly. 

In a study at the University of California, 
researchers found that people who ate two 
small tubs of yoghurt a day over a period of 
16 weeks, had four times more gamma 
interferon, which is a vital protein that is 
needed to strengthen the body’s immune 
system’s white blood cells to fight disease, 
than people who did not eat yoghurt.   Health 
books tell that ‘Gamma Interferon’ is the best 
help the body can have to defend itself 
against viruses.  It is also stated that yoghurt 
may also work against bacterial infections.  
This was arrived at in the Institute for Dairy 
Research where animals that were fed 
yoghurt had much lower levels of salmonella 
bacteria, which is a cause of food poisoning, 
than the same number of animals that were 
fed milk.  They also found that the bacteria 
that did survive in those animals fed yoghurt, 
had little impact, while the animals fed milk, 
got much sicker. 

When you eat yoghurt, those good 
bacteria make a home inside your digestive 
tract, and immediately begin to over-ride the 
harmful bacteria that also cause ulcers, and 
this makes it harder for the ulcer-causing 
germs to thrive. 

In addition, yoghurt contains a natural 
sugar called lactose, and this breaks down 
into lactic acid during digestion.  Lactic acid 
helps restore a healthful environment in the 
intestine.  The article states that even if you 
have an ulcer and you are taking medication, 
the addition of yoghurt will make the 

This joke is for my Irish friend, Paddy, 
one of the nicest blokes I know. 

An Irishman with a folded newspaper  
under his arm, walked into a hotel and asked 
the barman if he could tell him the date.  
The barman scratched his head and said. 
“No, mate, all days are the same to me! 
But,” he added, “Why don’t you look at the 
newspaper you’ve got there? That’ll have 
the date on it.” 

“No, that’s no good,” answered the 
Irishman, “It’s yesterday’s newspaper.” 

A local barman boasted he could tell any drink 
from any part of the world.  His friend returned a 
day later with a bottle.  The barman took a swig, 
pulled a face and said, “Goodness me that is 
petrol.”  His mate said, “Yes I know it is. But is it 
leaded or unleaded?” 
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THE REBUILT RAILWAY LINE (Dawn Pitts) 
The new sleepers are being laid at a 

rapid rate and I counted about 5-seconds be-
tween each one last week as that huge ma-
chine lifted them from the tray and slid them 
beneath the raised lines.   

One hundred years ago it took a team 
of men, ‘Navvies’ they were called,  weeks to 
lay the track for all of it was done by manual 
labour.  Each length of track was fastened to 
the sleepers by ‘dogs’, not the barking kind, 
but large nail like pieces of iron about an inch 
thick at the top and tapered to form a point, 
with a head to hammer it into the sleeper.  The 
tracks were joined with plates of steel called 

‘fish plates’.  It was hard physical work in 
the blazing sun during the summer, or the 
cold wet rainy days of winter, yet these men 
didn’t complain as they were part of a team 
and supported each other at work and in the 
community.    

YARLOOP REMEMBERS – 2008  (By John Bates) 
By John Bates, Hon Secretary, 

Dawesville Sub-Branch. R&SL of 
Australia WA Branch Inc. PO Box 
5313, Falcon WA 6210 

Each year, on the 11th November 2008, 
we remember those who suffered and 
perished in all wars but particularly those 
from WW1, the ‘war to end all wars’ that 
ended on this day 90 years ago.  Never has 
Australia lost so many of its healthy young 
men and women to conflict, and we hope it 
will never happen again. 

This year, I decided to see how other 
communities remembered our fallen 
comrades and chose the tiny town of 
Yarloop, a town about 120 kms south of 
Perth that was once the largest timber centre 
in the world and now fighting for its own 
very existence. 

They have a simple but traditional War 
Memorial situated between the road and the 
railway line inscribed with the names of those 
who fought in that shocking conflict.  
Yarloop hasn't an ESO in the district so 
members of the local Volunteer Bush Fire 
Support Group fill the gap to ensure that due 
homage is paid to those who served in all 

conflicts and peacekeeping operations. 
At 1100 hours the gathering of some 25-

30 men and women was called to attention 
by Mike Panton.  At the first strains of the 
Last Post, the Australian flag was raised to 
the masthead then lowered to half-mast.  
Mike Panton then invited Bevan Delaney, 
the prime mover behind the observance of 
the day, to address the gathering.  Bevan 
asked the group to, once again, bow their 
heads and observe a moment of reflection for 
Bill Christie, a stalwart of the town and 
occasion who passed away during the 
weekend.  This concluded a simple but 
moving Remembrance Day service with an 
invitation to retire to the Fire Brigade rooms 
for the traditional fellowship. 

I would like to thank Bevan and Jan 
Delaney for their hospitality and Val and 
Geoff Fortune for ensuring that I was well 
fed.  I also wish to congratulate the citizens 
of Yarloop for making the effort to 
commemorate Remembrance Day as it 
shows, not only respect for those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice, but the fighting spirit 
of those dedicated people endeavouring to 
save their own delightful town.  

During a long, hot dry summer season a 
farmer in the our wheatbelt was heard to 
remark about a long sudden shower of rain, 
and stated, “An hour of this rain will do as 
much good in ten minutes as a month of it 
would do in a fortnight at any other time of 
the year.” 
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NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE! 
 

Dawn, Val and Geoff wish to advise all 
intending visitors that the Yarloop Workshops 

Complex will only be closed on Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s day. We 

welcome you on all other days. 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES (By Dawn Pitts) 

As you all know we are holding 
CAROLS IN THE STEAM HOUSE on the 
5th December.  As in the past when we 
instigated the Christmas Carols next to 
Bridgett and Me, we had help from the 
community and this event is no different for 
no man is an island and we can’t do every 
thing on our own.   

The Journal Team have instigated this 
event and thank John Larner, Dick Hendren, 
Bevan and Jan Delaney Ron Sackville and 
Howard Page with the work involved.  We 
also thank Carmel and her team of helpers 
who will work hard in the Cabin Restaurant 
after we have sung our hearts out.  During 

the evening we expect several acts to 
intersperse our singing so that all have a 
great time during this small celebration of 
the season of festivity of peace on earth 
goodwill to all mankind.  

  Some folk like to mark this occasion by 
a small gift to loved ones, and as children 
even something that cost but a few pence 
meant so much to us.  I can recall in my days 
as a child, how my father was once 
overjoyed to receive a pair of scissors for his 
Xmas gift, for his workshop that allowed 
him to cut templates for gaskets, instead of 
receiving a dirty look from mum when he 
had to use her best scissors. 

The first AUSTRALIAN astronaut was 
in his capsule and strapped down in his 
couch ready to be launched into space in the  
f irst  ALL–AUSTRALIAN MADE  
ROCKET.  Then a reporter’s voice came 
over the intercom, “How do you feel, 
mate?” the reporter asked. 

“How do you think I feel?” the astronaut 
replied.  “Here I am sitting on top of 
500,000 moving parts and everyone of them 

supplied by the lowest tenderer!”  
“So, you’re a doctor,” said a woman at 

a Xmas party.  “That’s interesting.  Do you 
deal with many accidents?” 

“I have no idea; but I probably do,” the 
doctor replied. 

“You mean you don’t know?” said the 
woman in astonishment. 

“How could I?” replied the doctor.  
“My field of medical practice is obstetrics.”  
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NOTICE 
 

Sunday 21st at 
7.30 pm December 
Christmas Service 
Yarloop Anglican 

Church 
 

Cuppa to Follow 

YARLOOP MASONIC LODGE NEWS 
BY BEVAN DELANEY. At our 823rd  

regular meeting, held on the 21st November, 
we were privileged to have the company of a 
Past Grand Master, Peter Stokes, who attended 
to present one of our oldest members with a 
jewel to recognise 65 years of membership.  
Victor White was the son of a storekeeper at 
Hoffmans Mill, and he was going to 
Melbourne to study medicine at the Victorian 
Medical College (there wasn’t one here in WA 
at that time), and his father, a Freemason, 
introduced him to the Lodge so that he would 
have ‘family’ nearby to call upon.  You must 

remember that in 1943 not many people 
travelled, let alone interstate.  A good and 
convivial night was had by all. 

On a sadder note, we acknowledge the 
passing of Cecil Platell, a Yarloop lad 
who moved to Waroona and was well 
known for his community contributions.  
We offer his wife, Elaine, and family our 
condolences. 

If you are new in town, and are a 
Freemason, call me to introduce yourself.  
Freemasons also have a saying, ‘to be one 
ask one’.   

The railway line past 
Yarloop, and it is supposed, 
the entire line from Bunbury 
to Perth is having a face-lift 
with new sleepers, new rails 
where needed, and new 
ballasting. The old wooden 
sleepers are being removed 
and replaced with concrete 
sleepers. At left is a special 
train with a load of sleepers. 
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GETTING THE FACTS RIGHT….I HOPE! Jan Delaney    
During a discussion several days after the 

Tidy Towns Event that was held at the Cabin 
restaurant on Friday 7th November, it was 
suggested to me that an ‘open invitation’ 
should have been issued to all Yarloop 
residents so everyone could have celebrated 
the town’s success with a sausage sizzle held 
in the park.  However, that idea would not be 
viable, as the award winners are announced 
on the day, so pre-planning a public 
celebration is impossible. 

I am now aware that there are people in 
our town who have absolutely no idea of 
what the Tidy towns-Sustainable 
Communities Programme, for which the 
South West Region Awards Presentation was 
held, means.  This programme has been in 
place for many years with community-based 
organisations and individual people 
participating for the benefit of their local area 
and the environment.  The categories that 
projects can be entered are: (1) Community 
Action. (2) General Appearance. (3) 
Recycling and Waste Management. (4) 
Natural Heritage. (5) Enhancing Cultural 
Identity, and (6) Water Conservation. 

I noted that a recently circulated YARAR 
flyer contained some incorrect information 
regarding the ‘Tidy Towns Event’, and after 
reading the report in the Harvey/Waroona 
Reporter dated 4th (should have been the 11th) 
November, I am hoping many local folk did 
the same, and gained some understanding of 
what it was all about. 

It was not a ‘Yarloop Event’ that was 
held, but an annual event organised by the 
Keep Australia Beautiful Council and 
Department of  Environment and 
Conservation, held in Yarloop for people 
involved in the eight participating 
communities.  Each year a different town in 
each region statewide hosts the Awards, then 
the State Awards are announced at a lunch 
held in Perth later in the year, with the 
regional winners attending.  When the 

paperwork process was concluded this year, 
applications forms were sent out and Yarloop 
fortunately just happened to be chosen.  This 
possibly came about as the judges who 
visited in 2007, thought the Workshops 
Complex was an ideal venue for holding an 
Awards Day some time in the future.  

A wonderful opportunity to put our little 
town ‘on the map’ so to speak, and from 
accounts received, the visitors were 
impressed with all that happened and also 
everything they saw during the few hours 
spent in our historic town. 

Yes! Yarloop received an award…  
Enhancing Cultural Identity…for the second 
year in succession and what better place to 
host the event and receive this honour, but at 
the Cabin Restaurant?  However, we cannot 
continue to rely on restorations/renovations 
as submissions for ever, so I ask anyone in 
the community who has any ideas that we 
could include in the 2009 Tidy towns – 
Sustainable Communities Project, to please 
contact me.  There are several categories yet 
to be explored in Yarloop. 

Jan Delaney, for Yarloop Tidy Towns 
2008. 

POLICE! POLICE! POLICE! 
 

Though we have had calls 
asking why we stopped print-

ing the Police News, I have 
not pressed for their monthly 
contribution for they are ex-
tremely busy men during this 
Xmas season, and we know 

they will contribute when it is 
possible for them to do so  
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KID’S PAGE (By Val Fortune) 

5 

BUNBURY ROTARY HOEING 
Brian Eastcott PO Box 108 Waroona!  Phone 

0427445739 Fax 97335428 
 

Firebreaks, Slashing, Ripping and Mounding, 
Reseeding and Fertilising, General Tractor Work, 

Tractor Hire, Spraying, All work done professionally 
and speedily! 

YARLOOP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE SUPPORT GROUP 

BY BEVAN DELANEY  The Support 
group has re-grouped after the passing of 
Bill Christie, our President and bar member 
for several years.  As President and 
signatory to our bank account, it was 
necessary to elect a replacement, and with 
the reduced membership we now have, 
these duties were duly passed to me after 
due process. 

What with the festive season 
approaching, and many functions 
overlapping, our meeting of the 5th 
December will be  a bit quick as there is a 
conflict with ‘Carols at the Workshops’. 

Our annual Christmas ‘Double draw’ 
and festive meal will be held at the Cabin 
Restaurant on the 12th December in lieu of 
the 19th, with a break to the 16th January. 

For newcomers to town, the Support 
Group meets alternate Fridays at the fire shed, 
5 pm, primarily formed to raise funds for the 
Fire Brigade, prior to the Emergency Services 
Levy (ESL) we have donated in the vicinity of 
$20,000 to the Brigade.  Since the ESL, we 
have changed our constitution to allow more 
latitude in our generosity.  If you want to help 
your new community, but aren’t able to 
actively fight fires, you might like to come 
along and meet the remnants, sorry, remaining 
members of this generous group of aging, 
committed locals. (‘Aging’ got me a funny 
look from Jan) long-time was mentioned. 
‘Committed’ also produced the comment, 
‘Should be’!  ‘Pig-headed and stubborn’ also 
got a mention.)  

 

John Holland are the 
contractors re-newing 
the line. The gigantic 
machine on the right is 
remarkable to watch. It 
removes the wooden 
sleepers and  lays the 
conc re t e  s l eepe r s 
exactly where they are 
needed, speedily and in 
perfect order. 
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Other  machines come along 
after the sleeper–laying and 
connect the rails to the 
sleepers and do all those 
adjustments that are needed 
to keep the train running on 
the rails.  The main traffic is 
from the aluminium refinery 
and is heavy traffic indeed 
so rails have to be well 
maintained. 

Jan Delaney receiving a plaque for 
Yarloop’s  success in a particular  
prize section of the Tidy Towns 
Sustainable Awards Ceremony for 
the South-west and South-coast 
Regional Presentations held in the 
Cabin Restaurant. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

Dear Editor Yarloop Yarning and 
Readers. 

I just had to share this snippet with you 
all.  Shopping at a major shopping centre this 
week, I heard a Saleswoman say to the 
shopper, who was looking at the decorations 
for the festive season.  “You can have the 
Christmas Tree. You can have the Santa 
Claus, or maybe the little red house.”  Well, 
at this point I averted my eyes to see what 
she was talking about.  Yes, it was the Stable 
and the Manger.  Sadly, I wonder if the lady 
knows and understands the meaning of 
Christmas! 
Despite our personal losses this year, and the 
passing of our dear friend Bill Christie who 
most certainly will be director of public 

relations for a greater boss, we have 
discovered that there has been ‘fairies in the 
bottom of our garden’ tidying the yard prior 
to the Tidy Towns Competition, and a 
beautiful selection of cosmetics and 
fragrances given us by another caring and 
generous town person.  To all these people, 
thank you so much.  You have certainly 
boosted our faith in the fact that we now can 
only get stronger and look towards a new 
exciting New Year.  With all these thoughts 
in mind, the family have decided to reopen 
‘Bridgette and Me’ early in the New Year.  
Watch the Yarning  for the date.  Wishing 
you a Happy and Holy Christmas, and a 
prosperous New Year! 
 The Cross Family. 

MEMBER FOR MURRAY/WELLINGTON 
Murray Cowper MLA 

If you need assistance with any local issue, please 
contact my office. 

 
Telephone 95313155 Fax: 95313166 

Email: Murray.Cowper@mp.wa.gov.au 
 

Shop 1, Pinjarra Junction Shopping Centre, 
George Street, WA 6208. 

 

CONNAIR AIRCONDITIONING  
Industrial, Domestic split-level units and systems. 
All at affordable and competitive prices. All on 24-

hour service 
Phone 97291825 or 0438699895 for prompt and 

professional service 
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE 

Open Mondays to Fridays 8 am to 4 pm 

We offer: Social Work Service!  Financial Counselling!  Mental Health 
Services Counselling!  Child Health and Immunisation!  A Visiting Prac-

titioner and a confidential needle and syringe programme. 
 

Suggestions for health-promoting groups and activities welcome! For 
appointments for further information contact the Commonwealth Care 

Nurse or reception on Ph. 97822350 

KIDS IN CHURCH 
4 year-old Reese 
“Our Father, who does art in heaven 
Harold is his name. Amen.” 
A little boy was overheard praying  
“Lord, if you can’t make me a better 

boy, don’t worry about it. I am having a 
good time like I am.” 

After the Christening of his baby 
brother in church, the little boy sobbed 
all the way home in the back seat of the 
car.  His father asked him three times 
what was wrong, and finally the boy 
replied. 

“That preacher said he wanted us 
brought up in a Christian home, but I want 
to stay with you and mum!” 

A Sunday school teacher asked her 
children as they were in class,  

“Why is it necessary to be quiet in 
church?” To which one little girl replied, 
“Because people are sleeping!” 

Part of the large crowd that attended the 
Yarloop Historical Workshops Cabin 
Restaurant for the annual wind-up of the Tidy 
Towns Presentation (see article this 
publication).   

7 

YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS FOR 2008 By Jan Delaney 

T h e  T i d y  T o w n s - S u s t a i n a b l e 
Communities Awards Ceremony for the 
South West and South Coast Regional 
Presentations was held at the Cabin 
Restaurant in Yarloop on Friday the 7th 
November. 

There was a certain amount of organising 
to be done, and as I received help from 
various people before and on the day, I am 
extremely grateful. There was a ‘hitch’ when 
I arrived at the venue and realised I did not 
have a lectern ready!  However, I contacted a 
friend who came to my aid minutes before 
Bevan arrived back from golf in Waroona.  
Problem solved thanks to Max Marston. 

The ceremony was opened by the Harvey 
Shire President, Peter Monagle and Maureen 
Maher, the Acting Program Manager for Tidy 
Towns-Sustainable Communities, was MC.  
She was assisted by Tim Foley, Tracy Teede, 
Cathy Campbell and Bonnie Patience, from 
the Department of Environment and 
conservation and who have also been judges.  
The ‘Keep Australia Beautiful’ Chairman, 
Mel Hay, was present along with Paul 
Papalia MLA for Warnbro, who presented the 
Awards after each town had provided a 
presentation/power point of their 
community’s achievement.  Some of  these 
were amazing and of great interest to 
everyone and also gave us ideas for the 
future. 

The awards are; ‘Community Action’/
Busselton.  ‘General Appearance’/Walpole. 
‘ R e c y c l i n g - W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t ’ /
Greenbushes. ‘Enhancing Cultural Identity’/
Yarloop. ‘Natural Heritage’/Balingup & 
Greenbushes. ‘Water Conservation’/
Waroona, and the Regional Winner was 
Greenbushes with Dwellingup and Collie 
receiving Certificates of Participation. There 
were also Certificates of Appreciation for 
several local organisations. 

The eight communities who entered the 
2008 Tidy towns were well represented and 

together with other invited guests, over fifty 
people enjoyed delicious buffet lunch 
following the official proceedings.  
Afterwards, some visitors toured the 
Workshops while others walked around town 
or simply sat and chatted before heading 
home. 

All the feedback received has been 
positive which is wonderful! I was also told 
that it was the largest regional gathering held.  
I say ‘thank you’ again to Howie and his 
helpers, Louise and everyone else in Yarloop, 
Waroona and Harvey who contributed in 
some way, especially Carmel Hill and crew at 
the Cabin Restaurant.  They all did a 
magnificent job on the day!  We also owe a 
big thank you to Christine Germain, whose 
interest revived Yarloop’s involvement with 
‘Tidy Towns’ in 2007; Tracy Teede in 
Bunbury for her guidance through the year 
and Sherilee Macready and Maureen Maher in 
Perth.  Their words of wisdom etc via 
telephone and e-mail were invaluable.  Thank 
you all from me! 

After reading the judges’ comments, I am 
hoping to get some different projects going 
during 2009, and would like to involve the 
schoolchildren in garden and water-wise 
projects if possible.  Anyone interested in 
working with these ideas please let me know.  

Jan Delaney for Yarloop Tidy Towns 
2008. 

NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE 
 

Come visit the historical 
Workshops over the Xmas 

Break and take a step back in 
time.  Guided Tours over the 
Xmas period for groups as 

small as six people. 
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WITH THANKS AND APPRECIATION 
The Yarloop Yarning Journal wishes to 

acknowledge a donation of $100 dollars from 
the Yarloop Volunteer Bush Fire Support 
Group, via the undying support of  Bevan and 
Jan Delaney.   It is impossible for mere words 
to convey the appreciation of we three, Dawn 
Val and myself, who work entirely for free to 
produce the Journal as its Formatters, Editors, 
Sub-editors, Photographers, Proof Readers, 
Typists, and sometimes when we haven’t the 
money to pay a commercial printer, even 
printing it ourselves.    These timely donations 

that have come from old friends in the 
Eastern States, from out of town and 
within Yarloop, boost our morale and 
give us cause to continue producing the 
Yarloop Yarning Journal.  

There are too many people praying 
for mountains of difficulty to be 
removed, when what they really 
need is courage to climb them. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2008  (By Jan Delaney)  
On Tuesday 11th November, as has been 

done for several years, a service was held at 
the Yarloop War Memorial  to remember 
those who fought and died for our country 
and the Armistice which ended the First 
World War.  The war to end all wars it was 
meant to be, but unfortunately, it was not! 

A gathering of over twenty people 
attended and as usual, ex-servicemen Bevan 
Delaney and Bob Snedden manned the flag 
and Mike Panton recited the ode. 

Sadly this year a regular participant, Bill 
Christie, who usually had the tape of the Last 
Post and Reveille ready to play was absent, as 
he had passed away the previous week.  
However, his son Rob voluntarily carried out 
the task while Bill’s parents and wife, Val 
were also present.  A few words of farewell 
were spoken for Bill and several other people 
from the district who have left us since this 
day last year, including Cecil Platell 
(National Serviceman. Malaya); Tom 
Twaddle (RAAF) and Margaret Dell 
(WRAN). 

Following the service, fifteen people 
retired to the Fire Shed where coffee, tea and 
biscuits were provided.  There was plenty of 

chatter with stories being told from the 
bombing of Darwin and Cyclone Tracy to 
what was happening with the cricket and I 
got the impression that a pleasant hour or so 
was had by those who came along.  Maybe 
next year more people may attend, but being 
a weekday makes it difficult for some. 

We were very pleased to meet John 
Bates, Secretary of the Dawesville RSL, who 
drove to Yarloop after previously reading in 
the Yarloop Yarning, about the Service held 
here annually.  John had a cuppa and a chat 
with us before the Service, and joined 
everyone afterwards.  He later lunched with 
his friend Geoff Fortune at the Caretaker’s 
Cottage which is the current entrance to the 
Workshops Complex, where Geoff and Val 
volunteer. 

Jan Delaney on behalf of ex-Service 
personnel and interested community 
members. 

Bridget fell over in the kitchen one evening, 
and Pat said, “Are you hurt me darlin’.  
Come over  here and let me pick you up.” 


